
 

 

International Association of Youth Mental Health, 

Minutes from the Annual General Meeting, 

Saturday 6th October 2018, 

Westin Copley Plaza Hotel,  

Boston, MA, USA. 

 

1. Welcome 

The Meeting opened at 14.00 hrs and the President thanked everyone for coming. 

Present were: 

Pat McGorry, President 

Craig Hodges, Secretary 

Barbara Dooley 

Swaran Singh 

Gabriel Ezema  

Mary Ann Davis 

Eoin Killackey  

 

In attendance: Ronan Flood, Association Secretariat 

 

2. Minutes from previous AGM 

Were approved 

Proposed by Barbara Dooley 

Seconded by Mary Ann Davis 

 



3. President's Report 

Pat advised the AGM that he would deal with some items in the subsequent meeting 
of the IAYMH Executive, but he advised the AGM of the following: 

- That a new and much improved Association Website was now live 
- That a Communications Strategy had been put in place by the Association that 

had led to a significant increase in engagement on social media and to an 
increase in membership to nearly 2000 members 

- He suggested that the Association had to consider when to hold the AGM in off 
conference years such as at the IEPA Conference in 2018 

- He also suggested that the Association might pay for a Youth Member of the 
Exec to attend the AGM in off conference years  

- Pat cited the benefit to the Association of not having a membership fee and 
compared the no membership fee model of IEPA with 6000 members and the 
paid membership model of the Schizophrenia Association with 500 members 
approx. 

- Pat posed the question of what would the Association do if it had more access to 
revenue? 

- He also wondered if the Association was reaching all relevant sectors and gave 
the example of needing to engage with Child Psychologists in the UK.  

- He stated that the Association needed more consistent marketing in order to 
point out the benefits of membership to others 
 

4. Financial Report 

The Treasurer’s absence due to pressure of work was noted and the Secretary 
deputised for her. The accounts had previously been distributed and published on 
the Association website. 

The following key points were noted: 

- That the conference held every two years was the only source of income for the 
Association 

- Sponsorship Revenue was both in and out in that it contributed significantly to 
the costs of staging the Conference 

- The consulting fees was for the Communications work done to date which had 
been considerable value for money 

- The Insurance figure was provided in order to give the members of the Executive 
a level of Public Liability Cover 

- It was suggested that the introduction of a paid Organisation Membership 
category be introduced in order to widen the income for the Association 

The Accounts were accepted 

Proposed by Barbara Dooley 



Seconded by Mary Ann Davis 

 

5. Election Results 

The following were elected to the Executive Committee 

President: Professor Pat McGorry – Australia 

Vice President: Professor Barbara Dooley – Ireland 

Vice President: Professor Swaran Singh – UK 

Secretary: Craig Hodges – Australia 

Treasurer: Kerryn Pennell – Australia 

Amanda Fitzgerald – Ireland 

Rachel Piper – UK 

Aoife Price – Ireland 

Matthew Broome – UK 

Jessica English – Australia 

Aleksa Matić – Boznia and Herzegovina 

Jessica Fazio – Canada 

The President congratulated all and noted that: 

- It was a highly successful election for the Association with 57 nominations for the Ordinary 
Members 

- That 300 members voted 
- The election was managed online by an independent 3rd party provider 
- It was out of sync in that it was not held in a conference year 
- All were elected for a 2 year term 
- Only one member of the Exec was from North America 
- A concern about the challenge of membership with a divers geographic spread 

- There were no representatives from Southern and Northern Europe, Asia and South America 

  



6. 2019 Conference Update 

The next Conference is to be held in the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, 
Queensland, Australia from 26th to 28th Oct 2019 with the theme of “United for Global 
Change” 

It was noted that: 

- A save the date had been issued 
- The Call for Abstracts was open 
- Programme and Organising Committees are being set up 
- Rosie Purcell is the Conference Convenor 
- Nick Fava is co-ordinating the recruitment process for Youth Co Convenors 
- Smaller Conference committees can be more focused 
- It should be planned that the IAYMH Research Network could have a plenary session as 

part of the conference programme and a sperate meeting if required 
-  That delegates should be able to clearly identify Research based sessions and so make a 

choice as to attend 
- That sponsorship commitments had been received from Orygen and headspace as co-

host organisations  
- It was also suggested that the Exec would meet with representatives of the FRAME 

Programme for discussion and dialogue 
 

7. Other Business 

 

Various topics were discussed including: 

- That the term Youth Mental Health has little or no meaning in the USA with youth being 
< 21yrs of age yet in other jurisdictions it is seen as being <25 

- Globally there was a lack of a meaningful term to describe this cohort, 2Emerging Adult” 
was suggested as being acceptable  

- That the benefits of membership of the Association needed to be communicated in a 
more effective fashion 

- That more needed to be done to engage with other organisations active in the same 
space such as the Society for Adolescent Medicine (now seen as being up to 25) and the 
Child and Young Adult Behavioural Conference held on this area in Florida every March 

 

The meeting finished at 15.11.  

 


